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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-19, 27, 30, and 31 in the 
reply filed on May 21, 2007 is acknowledged. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 1,16, and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shinji (JP-2001238189 A). 

As for claim 1 , Shinji teaches an image processing apparatus comprising: an 
image processor (1-4 in the figure and abstract, line 8); a power supply state detection 
unit to detect a current state of a power supply of the image processor (abstract, lines 4- 
8); and a controller to control the image processing unit based on the current state of 
the power supply so as to reduce power consumption in performing image processing 
(abstract, lines 8-14). Even though Shinji does not teach details on a code 
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decompression/decoding unit to decode data produced through compression and 
encoding of image data, Shinji clearly teaches image processing unit which broadly 
includes image compressor and decompressor along with a power supply state 
detection unit and a controller (abstract). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to incorporate image decoder in 
place of image processing unit in the Shinji's apparatus because any well-known image 
processing unit could have replaced the image processing unit in the Shinji's disclosure. 
As for claim 16, see claim 1 

As for claim 30, Shinji teaches a variable voltage source to supply a variable 
voltage to the image processing unit, the variable voltage being changed in accordance 
with the processing mode selected by the first mode setting unit (28-31 in the figure and 
abstract, lines 5-6). 

3. Claims 2-15, 17-19, 27, and 31 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Please provide English translation of the document, Japanese Office Action 
Notice of Japanese Patent Application No. 2002-345237, cited in the 1449 dated May 
21,2007. 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Belt et al, Okino, Inoue, Kitagawa et al, Meada et al are also cited. 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,870 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 2624 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yon Couso whose telephone number is (571) 272-7448. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eileen Lillis, can be reached on (571) 272-6928. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



YJC 




August 19, 2007 



